
I'm a Halloween fanatic. I used to run my 
own haunted house and have acted in 

many haunted attractions over the years.

I love pinball and have a large pinball 
machine collection

I was a child model for the Disney 
Company, spending many summer days 

at Disneyland.



First meeting 
was Huntsville, 

1974.

Has a 
penchant for 
Aloha shirts.

Has 5 grandkids 
(is older than 
50…), but no 

“new” ones this 
year



-I was selected to be a member of the HFS Study 
team for the NRC after the nuclear accident at Three 
Mile Island. Perhaps I gained notoriety after one of 
our HFS/NRC coordination meetings when I shoved 
Chuck Hopkins, fully clothed (dress jacket and all), 

into the hotel swimming pool. He had been needling 
his wife Bobbie all evening long for being slightly 

late for dinner. After the unexpected splash, Bobbie 
gave me a big hug, saying “oh, thank you”!

-I was a co-author of a book with Hal Hendrick
on Handgun Safety and Forensics.

-I was Editor of the Bulletin about 50 years ago, was 
on the Editorial Board of our Journal for many years, 

and served on the Exec Council for 27 years. 

-Lastly, I was President in 1985-86.



I have been a church organist.

The single most gratifying piece of 
research I’ve done was work on 

crew resource management with a 
regional air carrier.

My favorite vacation was to Croatia, 
where my grandparents were born.



Averted what potentially could have been a major barrier to trade 
between US and Canada. Proposed rulemaking by US DOT would 
have effectively banned foreign commercial vehicles that didn’t 

have regulator compliance labels from entering the US. Canadian 
and Mexican trucks, trailers and buses do not typically have US 

labels. Rulemaking was suspended after protracted inter-
government deliberations that I led.

Conducted night driving studies on a military airport runway when 
a plane landed unannounced alongside our instrumented 

vehicle. The participant driver who was under the influence of 
alcohol and/or marijuana did not seem to notice much was wrong.

Conducted a study of new F-5 fighter aircraft instruments. On first 
flight, the ground crew showed me how to arm the ejection seat by 
removing a failsafe pin, but unbeknownst to me they replaced the 
pin prior to takeoff. I learned that the pin was still in place when 

upon landing I was instructed to replace the pin in the seat. Glad I 
didn’t have to punch out. Good HF lesson!

Drafted the IEA's definition of Ergonomics and Human Factors



Ate sushi seated next 
to Sonny Bono one 

winter in Aspen

Can bake very good Italian breads 
(e.g., pane siciliano, ciabatta)

Was kissed by Maria Callas



He met his future 
wife at the Esso 

Club near Clemson 
University.

He wasn’t born 
in Texas but got 
there as quickly 

as he could.

He is a jazz 
aficionado



Where do the grandkids get 
all of that energy?

Older workers used to be a 
cohort in a study -- now I am 

one! (I'm not sure that we 
always got it right.)

My teaching and work still 
focus on work -- these are 

exciting times.



I’m from Chicago, so am really 
disappointed that circumstances dictated 

a virtual conference!

I acquired a nickname of ‘Taffy Apple’ 
when I was 3. My family still calls me Taf.

I’ve flown small airplanes and hang 
gliders, ridden motorcycles, and done 

multi-day bicycle trips.



Makes Rhubarb Fool

Eats beans on toast as a meal

Has a twin



Pink Socks

Has a Vitruvian 
frog tattoo.

Specializes in 
Occupational 

Ergonomics, the 
physical side.



I personally knew 38 of the first 40 
HFS and HFES Presidents

I nominated Al Chapanis to be 
President of the IEA

I am a former US Air Force pilot



I once worked as a professional 
entertainer.

I was born between a Castle and 
a Nuclear Power Station!

I am a published poet.



I have competed in 
power lifting meets

I started my 
undergraduate career as 
a foreign language major

I have back-packed the 
Grand Canyon and The 

Appalachian Trail 
numerous times



After the maker space for the face shields and the 
grocery store, the place I have visited the most 
during the pandemic is my 97 year old aunt’s 

apartment.

During the pandemic I have used several different 
tools for live meetings (with and without the ability 

to view other people’s documents such as 
BlueJeans, Facetime, GoToMeeting, Microsoft 

Teams, Skype, Cisco Webex, and Zoom. Since I still 
can’t easily present a Powerpoint and get to the 
tools, there is a great opportunity for usability 

analyses of them

During the pandemic, colleagues at Drexel and I 
have made and delivered over 20,000 face shields to 

local health care and other 
providers https://faceshields.cci.drexel.edu/

https://faceshields.cci.drexel.edu/


Paul Fitts got his PhD 
in the same year this 

Fellow was born

In addition to 
teaching, spent 
time at NIOSH 

and an insurance 
company.

Paul Fitts got his 
PhD from the 

same University



B.A. in Music

NY Times published Father’s 
obituary

Chapel Hill High School Sports Hall 
of Fame Member



My favorite ethnographic study was 
of the Xhosa township Khayalitsha in 

Cape Town, South Africa, and then 
Bush’ in the Eastern Cape, during 

xenophobic riots. (Really!)

I’ve flown almost 2 million miles, and 
sailed over 10,000 miles on a sailboat.

My Ph.D. is in Physiological 
Psychology and my undergrad 

degree was in Music and 
Psychology.

I often rap (ok it’s mostly doggerel 
with moves, but...) to summarize talks 

or sessions. Usually on the fly.



Used IBM Selectric rejected part 
Roller Platen (ball) as Barbie 

Crowns

Spent Sabbaticals in Sweden and 
the Netherlands

Grandfather blinded in an Industrial 
Accident prior to Workers Comp 

existing



Founded a company, 
Gauss Surgical, 5 years ago 

to measure blood loss 
during surgery.

Developing a standard for 
over-shoulder work.

Loves to sail off the coast 
of California and Baja.



I have run 14 marathons and semi-
marathons in 8 different cities on 2 

different continents

I always fight for the underdog

I live in Dayton, Ohio



One of two Human 
Factors Specialists on 

NASA’s Challenger 
Disaster Investigation

Currently an 
ergonomics consultant 
on the new Air Force 

One 747 aircraft

Authored the Navy’s 
requirements for the 

first ever “Glass 
Cockpit” in the F/A-

18 aircraft



My three children and 
I lived in a log cabin 

for 20 years.

I worked with my users 
on the battlefield in 

Iraq and have the best 
job in the world!

I have been 
shipwrecked in the 

Caribbean.



We have to constantly think about the 
unthinkables concerning the safety of the 

complex technological system that their failures 
are punishing for their workers and the society.

Despite advances in technology and 
automation, human operators must remain in 

charge of the day-to-day controls and 
monitoring of nuclear power plants and other 
large-scale complex technological systems for 

the foreseeable future; they constitute both the 
first and last layer of defenses for the system 
and the society. Human-systems integration 

has lots to offer.

“Great emergencies and crises show us how 
much greater our vital resources are than we 

had supposed.” [William James, American philosopher 
and psychologist, 1842-1910]



Love to wear costumes or ‘ethnic wear’

Into “the positive side” of HF…(as many 
others are)

Twice retired (from Active Duty Army and 
from DoD civilian job for the Army)

Often ’start things’ that aren’t ‘in vogue’ yet


